[Thoracic epidural analgesia for a thrombocytopenic child].
Per- and postoperative analgesia of patients with chronic pain is a challenging issue for anaesthetists and can be achieved with locoregional anaesthesia, unless it is contraindicated. We report the case of a thrombocytopenic child presenting for thoracotomy and in whom intravenous analgesia failed after previous surgeries. Due to the central origin of the thrombocytopenia, thoracic epidural analgesia could be achieved, after platelet transfusions. When clinical advantage of thoracic epidural is unquestionable, central thrombocytopenia is a relative contraindication.